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G ree t i ng s  F r i e nd s ,  

I n  t he  morn i n g  P len a r y  mee t i n g  t o day ,  t he  l a s t  da y  o f  t he  P repC om ,  t he  g ro up  took
s to ck  o f  whe re  we  a re  wi t h  t he  two  doc u m e n ts .  T he  d ra f t  Dec l a r a t i o n  o f  P r i n c i p l es ,
wi t h  man y  squ a r e  b rac k e t s ,  has  be en  f o rwa rd ed  t o  t h e  P le na ry  wi t h  a
rec om m e nd a t i o n  t ha t  i t  be  con s id e r ed  a s  t he  bas i s  f o r  f i na l  neg o t i a t i ons .  The  d ra f t
P lan  o f  Ac t i o n  ha s  a l s o  bee n  f o rwar d e d  wi t h  t h a t  r ec om m e nd a t i o n ,  no t i n g  t ha t  on l y
th e  I n t ro d u c t i o n ;  Ob jec t i ve s ,  go a l s  an d  ta rg e t s ;  I n t e rn a t i o n a l  a nd  reg io na l
coop e r a t i on  (C1 1 ) ;  a nd  Fo l l ow- up  an d  eva l ua t i o n  (E )  have  been  a gr e e d  t o  (wi t h  som e
squa re  b ra ck e ts ) ,  an d  t he  Ac t i o n  L i ne s ,  D i g i t a l  So l i d a r i t y  Agen d a ,  a nd  Towards  W S I S
pha s e  2  (T un i s )  ha ve  a  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t us .  Sub - Co mm i t t e e  2  d i d  no t  r ev ie w  and  d i s c u s s
th e  l a t t e r - - t hey  com e  on l y  f r om  t he  work  t ha t  h app e ne d  in  ad  ho c  g roup s .  
 
The  d ra f t  P la n  o f  Ac t i o n  pa r t s  t h a t  have  be en  app rov ed  i nc l u d e  t wo  ph r as e s  wi t h
squa re  b ra ck e ts ,  bo th  i n  t h e  I n t rod u c t i o n .  O ne  re fe rs  t o  t he  ro l e  o f  med ia  a s  a
s ta ke ho l d e r  i n  t he  I n fo rm a t i o n  Soc i e t y ,  a nd  th e  o the r  t o  ac t i o ns  ne ed i n g  t o  t ak e  in to
acc ou n t  h um a n  r i gh t s  s t and a r ds  an d  ge nd e r  equ a l i t y .  Mos t  ob j ec t i o ns  t o  t he  l a t t e r
pa ra g r a p h  con c e r n e d  t he  way  i n  wh i c h  h um a n  r ig h t s  we re  re fe r r ed  t o .  
 
W h e n  a r r i v i n g  a t  d i s cu s s i on  i n  t he  P len a r y  o f  t h e  Dec l a ra t i o n ,  t h e  P res id en t  u rg ed
th a t  P le na r y  be  sus pen d ed  t o  t ake  up  aga in  t he  i ss u e  o f  t he  Dec la r a t i o n ,  a nd  to  move
bac k  i n t o  t he  Sub - Co mm i t t e e  2  wor k ing  g ro up .  P le n a r y  was  p la n ne d  to  res um e  a t
3 : 00 ,  t hen  4 : 00 ,  t he n  4 :30 ,  and  f i na l l y  a t  5 : 1 5  P le n a ry  bega n  ag a i n .  Th ere  ha s  be e n
som e  co n f u s io n  a rou n d  wha t  t o  do  wi t h  t h i s  doc um e n t ,  s i n c e  t h e  do c u m en t  t ha t
de l eg a t e s  have  i n  t h e i r  h and s  doe s  no t  i n c lu de  the  i npu ts  f r om  n eg o t i a t i o n s  t o da y  o r
l as t  n i g h t ,  an d  de leg a t es  a re  re s i s t i n g  ado p t i ng  a  doc u m e n t  t ha t  do es  no t  have  a
rec o r d  o f  t h i s  wor k—ver y  un d e r s t an da b l e  g i ven  tha t  t he  do c um en t  had  t o  be
d i s t r i b u t ed  f i r s t  t h i ng  i n  t h e  morn ing .  
 
The  Bu rea u  p rop os e d  a  co n t i n ua t i o n  o f  P re pC o m  3 ,  sub je c t  t o  t he  ava i l a b i l i t y  o f
f i nan c i a l  r eso u r c es ,  on  Nove m ber  1 0- 14  and  Decem ber  7 - 9 .  D i s cu s s i o n  con t i n ue d
wi t h  a  p ropos a l  f r o m  the  A f r i c a n  Reg io n a l  t o  mee t  on l y  onc e ,  f o r  a  we ek ,  p r i o r  t o  t he
o f f i c i a l  su mm i t ,  be ca us e  o f  man y  cou n t r i e s ’  f i n an c ia l  l i m i t a t i o n s .  And  d eba te
con t i n u e d  un t i l  8 :30  p . m .  on  d i f f e r en t  op t i ons  an d  v iews  on  t hos e .  I n  t he  e nd ,  t he
p le na r y  f i n a l l y  acc e p t ed  t he  o r i g i n a l  p ro p o sa l  t o  me et  Novemb er  10 - 14 ,  wi t h  an o t h e r
mee t i n g  in  Dece m b er  und ec i d ed .  
 
I t  has  be e n  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  sh ar e  wh at  i n f o rm a t i o n  I  ha ve  be e n  ab le  t o  du r i ng  t h i s
i n t e r e s t i ng  p roc e ss .   Hea l t h  and  g ood  fo r t u n e  t o  you  a l l !  
 
Sund r a  
Ge nder  Cauc u s  Advoc a c y  an d  Lob b y i ng  Spec i a l i s t
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Dea r  F r ie n ds ,  
 
A  n ew work i n g  d ra f t  o f  t h e  P la n  o f  Ac t i o n  was  p ro duc e d  la s t  n i gh t  and  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n
Eng l i s h .   T he  ch a i r  i s  p re ss i n g  gove rn m e n ts  t o  und e r s t a n d  t he  nee d  t o  have  a t  l e a s t
one  o f  t he  do cu m e n t s  mos t l y  ag reed  toda y  t o  p re se n t  t o  t he  P le n a r y  o n  F r i d ay .  So
he  is  t r y i ng  t o  move  fa i r l y  qu i c k l y  t h rou g h  t he  new dra f t  seek i n g  ap pr ova l  on
eve ry t h in g  pos s i b l e ,  wi t h  ag ree m en t  t o  f o rwar d  wha t  can ' t  be  a gr e e d  up on  i n
b rac k e t s .   H e  i s  s t ron g l y  d i s co u r ag i n g  an y  add i t i o n a l  t ex t .  I n  h i s  su mm a ry  t h i s
mor n i n g ,  he  s ta t ed  t ha t  t he re  a re  143  ac t i o n s  con t a in ed ,  19  o f  wh i c h  a re  i n  b ra ck e ts ,
and  10  o f  t ho se  i n  t he  f i na nc i n g  sec t i o n .  I t ' s  no t  so  ba d  wh e n  l oo k ed  a t  l i k e  t ha t !  
 
Th i s  mor n i n g  Sub - Com m i t t e e  2  moved  t h ro ug h  t he  I n t ro duc t i on  an d  pa r t  o f  t he
Ob jec t i ve s ,  no t  man a g ing  t o  red uc e  t he  num b er  o f  b ra c k e t s ,  bu t  ag re e i ng  t o  ad d
som e  tex t  t ha t  ha d  co ns ens u s .  Sa mp le s  o f  t h os e  we r e  t o  mak e  men t i o n  o f
ove rco m in g  the  D ig i t a l  D i v i d e  in  Pa ra  1 ,  t o  me n t i on  t he  p r i va t e  sec t o r ' s  ro l e  in  a
wide r  sus t a in a b le  deve lo pm e n t  con tex t  i n  3b ,  an d  to  ad d  Mon t e rey  Co ns e ns u s
lan gu a g e  a roun d  In te rn a t i on a l  AND  REGIO NAL I NST ITUT IONS p la y i ng  a  ro le  i n
i n t eg ra t i n g  I CT s  i n t o  t he  de ve l o p m e n t  p roc e s s .  
 
A  n ew pa ra g r a p h  re fe r i ng  t o  ac t i o n s  n ee d i ng  t o  t a ke  i n t o  ac c o u n t  hu m a n  r ig h t s
s ta nda r d s  an d  gen de r  e qua l i t y  ha d  a  l o t  o f  d i sc u s s io n ,  mos t l y  on  t he  hu m an  r i gh t s
as pe c t s .   Bu t  s i n c e  co ns ens u s  l o ok e d  im p o s s ib l e ,  t h a t  pa ra g r ap h  i s  be i n g  f o rwar de d
wi t h  b rac k e ts  t o  t h e  f u l l  P le na r y .  
 
The re  i s  a  sp ec ia l  me et i n g  ca l l e d  f o r  5 : 0 0  p .m .  t h i s  a f t e r n o on  fo r  hea ds  o f
de l eg a t i on s  wi t h  on l y  o ne  adv i so r ,  r eg a rd in g  t h e  Dec l a r a t i o n .  I ' m  su r e  t he r e  wi l l  b e
som e  ne ws  rega r d in g  t ha t  l a t e r  on  t oda y .  T he re  i s  so  muc h  d i s ag r e e me n t  on  t h e
Dec l a r a t i o n ,  t ha t  I  wo u l d  gue s s  t ha t  t h ey  a re  g i v i ng  u p  t h i nk ing  t ha t  i t  can  be
bas i c a l l y  ag r ee d  upon  by  t he  en d  o f  t o mor r ow.  So  we  may  g e t  con f i r m a t i on  o f  t he
rum or s  ab ou t  ad d i t i o na l  n eg o t i a t i n g  ses s i on s  be fo r e  t h e  Dec em b er  sum m i t .  Th a t ' s
a l l  f o r  no w !  
 
W a r m  re ga r d s ,  
 
Sund r a  F lan s b u r g  
Advoca c y  an d  Lob by i ng  Sp ec i a l i s t
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G ree t i ng s  a l l ,  
 
I t  has  be e n  an o t h e r  da y  o f  wo rk in g  t h rou g h  th e  ex i s t i n g  d ra f t  o f  t h e  Dec l a r a t i o n  t o  t r y
and  es ta b l i s h  ag r ee m e n t  on  a t  l ea s t  som e  pa ra g r ap h s - - t h i s  i n  t he  Sub - C om m i t t e e 2
work in g  g ro u p .   T he  de le g a t e s  a re  t r y i ng  t o  redu c e  su bs ta n t i a l l y  t he  num ber  o f
squa re  b ra ck e ts  i n  t he  doc u m e n ts .  Th ough  i t  w i l l  move  fo rward  co mp l e t e l y  i n  squa r e
b rac k e t s ,  t h e r e  co n t i nu e  to  be  co n t en t i o u s  po i n t s  t h a t  a re  b ra c k e t ed  even  wi t h i n  t h e
b ig  sq ua r e  b rac k e ts .   De lega t i o n s  a re  f ee l i n g  t he  f a c t  t ha t  F r i da y  wi l l  be  t h e  l a s t  da y
o f  t h i s  P repCom ,  wh i c h  i s  on l y  two  sh or t  days  away .   
 
The  new P la n  o f  Ac t io n  i s  s t i l l  be in g  d i s c u s s ed  i n  a d  ho c  g rou p s  a dd r e ss i n g  d i f f e r e n t
sec t i on s .   W e  a re  he ar i n g  rumo r s  o f  an  I n t e r - Sess io n a l  t o  be  sch edu l e d  i n  O c to be r ,
f o l l o we d  by  a  f o u r t h  P repC om  th e  wee k  p r i o r  t o  t he  Decem be r  Su m mi t .  
 
The re  was  a  b r i e f  sk i r m i s h  ove r  wh at  was  su pp o s ed  to  be  an  acc e p te d  ne w pa ra g r ap h
bas e d  on  t he  NGO  G ender  W o r k i n g  S t ra te g ies  Group  p ro po s a l ,  wh i c h  was  d i s t r i b u t ed
and  l obb ie d  by  t he  Gend er  Ca uc us .  W h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  mo ve  ah e a d  wi t h  re fe r r i n g
th i s  t ex t  wi t ho u t  squ a r e  b rac k e t s ,  Egyp t  s t a t e d  t ha t  t he y  wou ld  p re f e r  t o  remov e  "a l l "
i n  t h e  se n t e nc e  " W e  a re  com m i t t e d  t o  ens u r i n g  t ha t  t he  i n fo rm a t i o n  soc i e t y  ena b le s
wom en ' s  em po we rm e n t  an d  th e i r  f u l l  pa r t i c i pa t i on  on  t h e  b as i s  o f  eq u a l i t y  i n  ALL
sphe re s  o f  soc i e t y  and  i n  ALL  de c i s i o n - mak i ng  p roc e s s e s . "  Th e  U. S .  t hen  p ro p os ed
reve r t i n g  t o  t he  o r i g i n a l  t ex t  t ha t  was  i n  Pa rag r a p h  9  (wh i c h  was  muc h  weak e r  i n  ou r
op i n i o n ) .   T he  EU t hen  s ta te d  t ha t  t he y  f e l t  t he  o r i g i na l  t ex t  wo u ld  "e n r i c h "  t he
p res e n t  one .   F or t una t e l y ,  Can a d a  and  New Zea lan d  spo ke  i n  f a vor  o f  t he  new tex t ,
s im p l y  de l e t i ng  t he  sec o n d  ap pe a r a n c e  o f  " i n  a l l , "  wh i c h  wo u l d  no t  cha ng e  th e
mean i ng .   I t  i s  mov i ng  f o rwa r d  t o  Su b - Co m mi t t ee  2  wi t h  on l y  t he  cha n g e  su g g es t e d
by  Ca na d a  an d  Ne w Z ea l a nd - -and  Egypt  and  t he  o t he r s  even t u a l l y  sup po r t ed  t ha t . 
 So  we  a re  sa f e  un t i l  i t  com es  up  ag a in  i n  f u l l  Su b - Co mm i t t ee  2 .  
 
The  rev i se d  work i n g  d ra f t  h as  som e  " i n t e re s t i n g "  new  ad d i t i o ns .  An  a dd i t i o n  t o
Parag r ap h  3  s ta t e s  "The  i n f o r m a t i on  so c i e t y  sha l l  t ak e  f u l l y  in t o  a c co un t  t he
requ i r e m e n t s  o f  e th i c s  and  mor a l i t y  and  sha l l  a c co r d  t he  wide r  pos s ib le  p ro te c t i o n
and  ass i s t an c e  to  t he  f am i l y  wh i c h  i s  t h e  na t u r a l  an d  mos t  f un da m e n t a l  un i t y  o f  ou r
soc ie t y . "   Egyp t  opp os e d  d e l e t i n g  i t ,  an d  i t  a ppe a r s  t o  b e  mov in g  f o rwar d  i n
b rac k e t s .   An o t h e r  new sen t en ce  was  d e l e t ed :  "T he  f am i l y ,  i n  a l l  i t s  cu l t u r a l  an d
o rga n i z a t i o n a l  d i ve rs i t y ,  ens u r e s ,  t o ge h e r  wi t h  sc h o o l s  an d  me d ia ,  t he  soc i a l i s a t i o n
o f  f u t u re  ge ne r a t i on s . "  
 
The  EU p rop os ed  re p l a c i n g  " t he  e l de r l y "  wi t h  " o l d e r  pe op le , "  bu t  qu i c k l y  ba c k ed  do wn
when  the  ch a i r  o f  t h e  wor k i ng  g ro up  s ta t ed  t ha t  she  t hou g h t  t h a t  " t h e  e l d e r l y "  was
mor e  cor r e c t  in  Eng l i s h .  O n  Pa ra g r ap h  18  on  mon i t o r i n g  and  e va l u a t i on ,  T ha i l a n d
p rop os e d  to  add  ge nd e r - d i sa gg r eg a t e d  da ta  t o  t he  pa ra g r ap h ,  b u t  t he  cha i r  d i d  no t
rec o r d  t ha t  whe n  sum m ar i z i ng  t he  i n pu t s ,  a nd  th e  pa r ag r a p h  has  move d  f o rwar d
wi t hou t  t ha t  a dd i t i o n .  
 
Bes t  wi s h e s ,  
 
Sund r a  
Advoca c y  an d  Lob by i ng  Sp ec i a l i s t
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Dea r  co l l e ag ue s ,  
 
Th i s  has  be e n  lo n g  an d  bu s y  da y  o f  wo rk i n g  pa rag r ap h  by  pa rag r ap h  t h ro ug h  t he
Dec l a r a t i o n  o f  P r i n c i p l e s ,  an d  i n  ad  hoc  g ro up s  on  sec t i o n s  o f  t he  P la n  o f  Ac t i o n .  W e
a t te nde d  th e  ad  h oc  g rou p  on  "Acc es s  t o  I n f o rm a t i o n "  i n  t h e  P la n  o f  Ac t i o n ,  mak i n g
obs e rva t i on s  on  t he  im p o r t an c e  o f  ge nd e r  sen s i t i v i t y  in  seve r a l  o f  t he  ac t i o n s
des c r i b e d .  Sma l l  de l eg a t i o n s  have  been  s t re t c hed  ve ry  t h i n  wi t h  con c u r re n t  wo rk i ng
g rou ps  run n in g ,  a nd  even  l a r ge r  o nes  a re  h av i n g  t r oub le s  kee p i ng  up  wi t h  t he  many
mee t i n g s  in  d i f f e r en t  pa r t s  o f  t he  b u i l d i n g .  Me et in g s  a re  sche du le d  u n t i l  1 0 : 00  p .m . ,
wi t h  t he  "no te "  t ha t  a t  t h i s  po in t  i t  i s  expec t e d  t h a t  de l ega t i on s  mus t  s ta y  t on i g h t
un t i l  a l l  o f  t he  De c la r a t i on  t ex t  i s  wo rk ed  th roug h .  
 
W e  me t  wi t h  t wo  o f  t h e  Ca na d ia n  de l eg a t i o n  t h i s  morn ing  f o r  som e  i n pu t— a  ve ry
goo d  mee t i n g  as  t h i s  de le g a t i o n  i s  sk i l l e d  a t  s t ra t e g i c  p la n n i n g .  One  o f  t he  ac t i o n s
th ey  a re  f o l l o w i n g  t h ro ug h  wi t h  t o d ay  i s  t o  en s u r e  t ha t  Pa ra g r ap h  9  i s  i nc lud e d  i n  t he
new dra f t  i n  t h e  wa y  t ha t  t he  G end er  Cauc us  ba s i c a l l y  p ropo s ed  i t ,  Can ad a
pres e n t e d ,  an d  o t he r  gove r nm en t s  supp o r t e d .  W e  h ave  a l s o  met  b r i e f l y  wi t h  Pan a m a,
th e  U .S . ,  I nd i a ,  E l  Sa l va do r  a nd  som e  o the r  go ver n m e n t  re pr e s en ta t i ve s  t o d ay  t o
sha r e  ou r  req u es t  f o r  a  new pa r a g r ap h  in  t he  P lan  o f  Ac t i on .  
 
Neg ot i a t i o ns  s t ru g g le  o n ,  an d  we  expec t  t o  se e  ano t he r  wo r k i ng  t ex t  f o r  t he
Dec l a r a t i o n  t o mor r ow.  
 
Bes t  r eg ar d s ,  
 
Sund r a  
Advoca c y  an d  Lob by i ng  Sp ec i a l i s t
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He l l o  a l l ,  
 
I t  has  be e n  a  bu s y  da y—of f i c i a l l y ,  neg o t i a t i on s  have  beg u n !  T he  Dra f t  D ec l a ra t i o n  o f
P r i nc i p le s  was  d i s t r i b u t ed  l a te  o n  F r i d ay .  T ha t  f a c t  p ro du ce d  a  lo t  o f  ac t i on  ove r  t h e
week e n d  an d  ea r l y  Mon da y  on  t he  p a r t  o f  C i v i l  Soc i e t y .  On  t he  pa r t  o f  t h e  Gen der
Cauc us ,  we  were  a l a r m ed  a t  t h e  l o s s  o f  mu c h  o f  t he  l a ng u a g e  a rou nd  gen de r  t ha t
was  i n  t he  Dra f t  f o l l ow in g  t h e  I n t e r - ses s io n a l .  The  do c um e n t  i s  muc h  sh or t e r ,  bu t
t h e r e  see m s  t o  be  a n  un d e r l y i n g  as s u m pt io n  t h a t  by  say i n g  "a l l  peo p le "  an d  th e  l i k e ,
au t om a t i c a l l y  mak e s  t he  do cu m e n t  equ i t a b l e  an d  pro m o te  t h e  eng ag e m en t  o f  a l l
g rou ps .  Our  advoc a c y  s t ra te g y  ha s  chan g ed  so me wh a t  t o  f oc us  on  a  key  pa rag r a p h
on  ge n de r  i n  t h i s  do c u me n t .  T he  cu r re n t  pa ra g r a ph  i s  ve ry  wea k  an d  ba d l y  pu t ,  i n  ou r
op i n i o n ,  a nd  we  have  p ro po s ed  a  rep la c em e n t  pa rag r a p h  t ha t  wa s  wr i t t en  by  t he  NGO
Ge nder  S t ra t eg ie s  W or k i n g  Group .  By  t he  en d  o f  t he  day ,  a f t e r  muc h  qu i c k  a nd  d i r e c t
l ob by i n g  wi t h  t he  de le ga te s  i n  t he  mor n i ng  a nd  ea r l y  a f t e rn oo n  on  t he  pa r t  o f  t h e
Ge nder  Cauc u s ,  we  we re  de l i g h te d  whe n  Ca nad a ,  New Ze a l a n d ,  Jam a ic a ,  Ma lays i a ,
t h e  U .S . ,  and  t he  Eu ro pe an  Un io n  s ta te d  in  Sub - Comm i t t e e  2  t h a t  t he  G en der  Cau cu s
lan gu a g e  was  b e t t e r  t han  th e  work i n g  d ra f t ,  an d  p ro po s e d  us i n g  t ha t  l an gu ag e  wi t h  a
wor d  cha ng e .  Apa r t  f r om  an  e nc ou r a g ing  adva nc e  f rom  the  mor n i ng ,  t h i s  i s  an
im po r ta n t  l es s on  i n  ke ep i n g  ho pe  a nd  mot i va t i on  even  whe n  t he r e  a re  se t - b ac k s .  
 
The  rev i se d  Dra f t  P la n  o f  Ac t i o n  was  a l s o  pu t  on  l i n e  and  l a t e r  d i s t r i b u t e d  t oda y.
Aga i n ,  i t  i s  mor e  co nd e n s e d  and  sh ows  a  ge n e r a l  l a c k  o f  a t t e n t i o n  t o  ma ny  o f  t h e
C iv i l  Soc i e t y  p o i n t s  t ha t  we r e  ra i s ed  d ur i n g  t he  l as t  wee k ,  an d  be f o r e  t he  P rep Com.
W e  a re  d i s t r i b u t i n g  a  l ob b y i ng  shee t  t od ay  u rg i n g  go vern m en ts  t o  i ns e r t  a  ne w
para g r a p h  in  t he  i n t r od u c t i on  t o  t he  Ac t i o n  L in e s  t ha t  s ta t es  t he  im p or ta n c e  o f  a
gen de r  a war en e s s  as  a  f o un d a t i o n  t o  ac t i on s ,  in c l u d in g  i n  de s i g n ,  mon i t o r i n g ,  an d
eva l ua t i n g  ac t i o ns .  O ur  wor k  t h i s  we ek  mus t  be  t a rg e t ed  and  c le a r ,  t ha t  i s  ce r t a i n .  
 
Un t i l  t omor r ow,  
 
Sund r a
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He l l o  co l l e ag u e s  an d  f r i en d s !  
 
Sub - Comm i t t ee  2  move d  e f f i c i en t l y  a nd  qu i ck l y  t h roug h  t he  la s t  sec t i o n  o f  t he  P la n  o f
Ac t i on  t h i s  mor n i n g  on  f i na nc i n g  an d  im p l e m e n t a t i o n .  T he re  was  su pp o r t  and
opp os i t i on  exp res s e d  on  c rea t i o n  o f  a  ne w D ig i t a l  So l i da r i t y  Fun d ,  an d  som e
com pr o m is e  l a ng ua g e  sug g e s te d .  I n  pa r t i c u la r ,  New Z ea l a nd  sa id  t h ey  we re  ve ry
cau t i o u s  ab o u t  t h e  c rea t i o n  o f  a  n ew f und ,  an d  pe rh ap s  t he re  sh ou ld  b e  mo r e  f oc us
on  im pr ov in g  t h e  e f f ec t i v en e ss  o f  ex i s t i ng  f un ds .  Bu t  i f  t he re  wer e  a  n ew fun d
c rea t ed ,  i t  sh ou l d  be  vo lu n t a r y .  O th er  de l e g a t i o ns  a re  say ing  t ha t  t he re  sh ou l d  be  a
new fu nd ,  spe c i f i c a l l y  Ba rba d o s ,  bu t  t h a t  i t  sh ou ld  be  vo l u n t a r y .  Th e  EU ha d
de t a i l ed  l an g u age ,  wh i c h  t hey  a re  subm i t t i ng  i n  wr i t i n g ,  opp os i n g  a  ne w f und . 
 B r i e f l y ,  t he y  wan t  no  new f und ,  an d  s ta te  t ha t  f i na n c i n g  sho u ld  be  wi t h i n  t he
f ra mewor k  o f  t he  Mont ere y  Co ns en s us  ( t he  US  ec h o e s  th i s  ca l l ) .  I n t e r n a t i o na l
deve lo p m e n t  cor p o r a t i o n s  an d  b i -  an d  mu l t i - l a t e r a l  f un ds  sh ou ld  ad ju s t  t he i r  po l i c i e s
to  be  i n  l i ne  wi t h  W S I S .  T hey  s ta t ed  t ha t  s i n c e  p r i va t e  sec t o r  f und s  a re  t he  ma jo r i t y
o f  f lows  n ow,  t he  p r i va t e  sec t o r  sho u l d  be  an  i n t e g r a l  pa r t  o f  f u n d i n g  expec t a t i o ns .
W h e r e  l o ca l  con d i t i on s  a re  n o t  a t t r ac t i ve  t o  p r i va t e  in ves t m en t ,  t he n  pu b l i c  f und in g ,
i nc l u d i ng  na t i o n a l  a nd  reg io na l  f u n d i n g ,  sho u l d  be  us e d  as  s ta r t i n g  f und s  t o  j u mp-
s ta r t  ICT  i nves t m e n t .   Pub l i c - p r i va te  pa r tne r sh i ps  sh o u ld  b e  t he  go a l  i n  I CT
inves tm e n t .   So  l o t s  o f  deb a t e  a roun d  t h i s  i ss ue ,  an d  t o  a dd  to  t he  m ix ,  t he re  i s  a
work in g  g ro u p  cha i r e d  by  Swed en  tha t  i s  mee t i n g  t o  add r es s  spe c i f i c a l l y  t he  i ss u es
a rou nd  f un d in g ,  a nd  rep o r t  b ac k  t o  Su b- Comm i t t ee  2 .  
 
A l s o  in  re la t i o n  t o  f un d i ng ,  t he r e  ha ve  be e n  seve ra l  co n t r i bu t i on s ,  f r om  Z imb a b we
and  A lge r i a ,  sug ges t i ng  t ha t  de b t  re l i e f  a nd  con s o l i da t i on  l an g u age  sho u l d  be
mer ge d  wi t h  f un d i ng  l an gua g e ,  say i n g  t ha t  i n  re l i ev i ng  de b t  t hen  co un t r i e s  sho u l d
inves t  t h es e  f und s  in  ICT  i n f ras t r u c t u r e .  
 
P roc ed u r es  f o r  co n t i nu i n g  were  sha r e d  by  t he  Cha i r .  Su b - Co mm i t t ee  2  i s  no w
f i n i s h e d  f o r  t he  da y .  Su b - Co mm i t t ee  1  (P roce du r e s )  wi l l  me e t  a t  t he  en d  o f  t he
mor n i n g  f o r  a  ha l f - hou r  t o  d i s c us s  t h e  new do cu m e n t  t ha t  ha s  bee n  d i s t r i b u t e d .  A
rev i se d  d ra f t  o f  t h e  Dec la ra t i o n  i s  t o  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  by  15 : 0 0  t oda y.  Ove r  t he
week e n d ,  t h e  Cha i r ,  a s s i s t ed  by  t h e  Sec r e t a r i a t ,  w i l l  wor k  on  p rodu c in g  a  rev i s e d
P lan  o f  Ac t i o n .   T he  po in t s  he  men t i o n ed  t ha t  he  p la n s  t o  f oc us  on  a re  t he  f o l l o w in g : 
 T he  I n t ro du ct i on  n ee d s  qu i t e  a  l o t  o f  r e wor k in g ,  a nd  t he  ro l es  o f  s ta ke h o ld e rs  wi l l
be  muc h  mo r e  gen e r a l  t han  wha t  i s  i n  t h e  cu r r en t  d ra f t ,  s i n c e  t h ey  va ry  so  by
coun t r y .  T he  Ob je ct i ve s  a l so  ne ed  wo rk ,  co n n ec t i ng  t he m  to  a ch iev e me nt  o f  t he
Mi l l en n iu m  D eve l op m en t  Goa l s .  H e  ack no wle d ge d  tha t  t he y  a re  n ow ve ry  l i nk e d  to
te chno l og y ,  and  no t  com pr e h e ns iv e  en ou gh . T he  I nd ica t i ve  Targ e t s  he  no te d  a re
go i ng  t o  be  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t ,  bu t  h i s  s t ra t egy  wi l l  be  t o  mak e  th em  gu id i n g ,  and  wi t h
re f e r en c e  to  d i f f e r e n t  leve l s  o f  d eve l op m en t ,  no t i n g  t ha t  t hey  cou l d  be  use d  as  a
re f e r en c e  fo r  t he  deve l op me n t  o f  na t i o na l  t a rg e t s . Act ion  L in es  wi l l  be  reo rd e r ed
som ewh a t  t o  re f l e c t  com m en t s  and  d i sc u ss i o n  i n  wo rk in g  g ro ups  reg ar d i n g  t he
Dec l a r a t i o n .   He  i n d i c a t ed  t ha t  com m e nt s  gen e r a l l y  s ta t e d  t ha t  t he y  sh o u l d  be  o f  a
po l i c y  na tu r e ,  and  sh ou ld  p ro m o t e  deve lo pm e n t  go a l s .  
 
On  Monda y ,  Sub - Comm i t t e e  2  wi l l  con ve ne  aga i n  t o  d i s c u s s  t he  rev i s e d  Dec la r a t i o n . 
 So  t ha t  i s  t he  f o cu s  s ta r t i n g  Monda y  ag a i n .  O n Mon day ,  t h e  rev i s ed  d ra f t  o f  t he
P lan  o f  Ac t i o n  wi l l  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  Eng l i s h ,  an d  t rans l a t i o n  work  wi l l  be g i n  t o  ge t  i t
i n t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  la n gu a g es  as  q u i c k l y  as  po s s i b le .  D i scu s s i on  on  t he  P lan  wi l l
r es um e  i n  Sub - Com mi t t ee  2  o n  Tue sda y .  
 
I n  c l o s i ng  Sub - Comm i t t ee  2 ,  bo th  Rom a n ia  a nd  Swi t ze r l an d  com m e n t e d  pu b l i c l y  t ha t
t h ey  wer e  ve ry  p l e a s e d  wi t h  t h e  C i v i l  Soc i e t y  con t r i b u t i o ns  t o  com m i t t e e  work .  Th ey
fe l t  t ha t  t he  com m en t s  we re  ve ry  he l p f u l  and  su pp o r t e d  con t i nu a t i o n  o f  t h i s  rev i se d
fo rma t  f o r  C i v i l  Soc i e t y  ob s e rva t i ons - an d  th an k ed  C iv i l  Soc ie t y .  
 
Th i s  has  be e n  a  lo n g  up da t e ,  bu t  a  ve ry  b us y  mo rn in g .  W e  wi l l  sha re  news  abo u t  t he
new do c um e n ts  we  wi l l  be  rec e i v i ng  sh or t l y  -  an d  wis h  eve ryo n e  th e  be s t !  
 
Sund r a  
Advoca c y  &  Lob b y i n g  Spec i a l i s t
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He l l o  a l l ,  
 
On  D ay  4  o f  P repCom  3 ,  t he  g oa l  i n  Sub - Comm i t t e e  2  was  t o  wo r k  com p le te l y  t h rou g h
th e  re s t  o f  t he  P la n  o f  Ac t io n ,  r e ce i v i n g  d i f f e r e n t  de l e ga t i on ' s  com m en t s  on  spec i f i c
c l us t e r s  o f  p ar a g ra phs .  T hey  d id n ' t  mak e  i t  com p l e te l y  t h rou gh ,  bu t  d i d  mak e  i t  t o
th e  f i n a l  p ar a g ra phs  (Pa ras  44 -48 )  o n  f i n an c in g  an d  mo n i t o r i ng - ra t he r  im pr e s s i v e
s inc e  t he r e  wa s  a  lo t  o f  g rou n d  t o  cove r .  I  mus t  say  t ha t  t he  cha i r  i s  ve ry  g ood -
res pe c t f u l  and  we l c om i ng  bu t  f i rm .  Th e  f i na l  pa ra g raph s  wi l l  be  t ake n  up  on  F r i d a y . 
 T he  c i v i l  soc ie t y  and  b us i n e ss  co m me n t s  we r e  hea r d  on  Pa ra  48  a t  t he  en d  o f  t oda y-
no t  a  g rea t  t im e,  wh en  de le ga te s  a re  t i r e d  an d  wa n t i ng  a  b re ak .  I ' m  gue s s i ng  t ha t
t h e r e  wi l l  be  som e  l i ve l y  com m e n t s  on  t h i s  l a s t  sec t i on ,  s i nc e  man y  cou n t r i e s  have
a l re ad y  ma de  the i r  po s i t i on s  o n  a  new,  ea r m ar k ed  fund  kno wn .  
 
I t  was  de c i ded  tha t  t h e  f i n anc i n g  la n gu ag e  was  s t i l l  ve ry  muc h  un d ec ide d ,  a nd  a  n ew
work in g  g ro u p  on  t ha t  su b je c t  was  t o  be  es t ab l i sh ed ,  cha i re d  by  Swed en .  De lega te s
wer e  req u e s te d  no t  t o  com m en t  sp ec i f i c a l l y  on  t ha t  i s s u e .  
 
Today ,  Ken ya  has  ma de  seve ra l  i n t e rve n t i o n s  wh i c h  i nc lu de d  re fe r en c e  to  t a rge t i n g
edu c a t i o na l  opp o r tu n i t i es  a ro und  ICTs  t o  g i r l s ,  and  t o  in c l u d e  gen de r  meas u r e s  i n
seve ra l  o f  t he  i n i t i a t i v es  p ro po se d .  Ma lays ia  me n t i on e d  som et h in g  re l a te d  t o
In te rne t  co n t en t  an d  po r n o g r ap h y ,  and  the  wa y  i n  wh i ch  t ha t  was  abu s i ve  t o  wom en
in  pa r t i c u l a r .  
 
So  f a r  I ' ve  me t  wi t h  one  o f  t he  Co s ta  R i c a n  de leg a te s  t od ay ,  who  was  sup po r t i v e  o f
t e chno l og y  co nv e r g e nc e ,  bu t  no nc o m m i t t a l  on  ou r  o th e r  po i n t s .  Two  o f  t he  C ong o
de l eg a t i on  had  p i ck e d  up  som e  o f  ou r  G end er  Cauc u s  l i t e r a t u r e .  W he n  mee t i n g  wi t h
th em ,  wh i l e  no t  ove r l y  en t h us ia s t i c ,  we r e  ge ne r a l l y  su ppo r t i ve .  T he  he ad  o f  t h e
In d ia n  de leg a t i o n  ha s  be e n  ve ry  co r d i a l  ove r  t he  l as t  f ew  da ys ,  and  re i t e ra te d  t he i r
supp o r t  f o r  ge nd e r  equ a l i t y .  
 
The  NGO  Gen der  S t ra teg ie s  W o r k i n g  Group  h ad  a  g ood  mee t i n g  t o day ,  a t  wh i c h  we
sha r e d  i n fo rm a t i o n  and  d i s cu s se d  s t ra t e g i e s .  Th e i r  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  C iv i l  Soc i e t y
s ta te m e n t s  t od ay  wa s  exce l l e n t .  
 
As  we ' ve  ha d  seve ra l  days  o f  p l ow i n g  t h rou gh  d oc u m e n t s  sec t i on  by  sec t i o n ,  i t  f ee l s
l i k e  t he r e  i s  a  b i t  o f  a  sens e  o f  t i r ed n es s ,  wh i c h  I  ca n  un de r s t an d .  Th ree - hou r
mee t i n g s  in  wh i c h  on e  de l e ga t i o n  a f t e r  ano t h e r  ge t s  u p  t o  read  s t a t e m e n t s  t ake  a  l o t
o f  con ce n t ra t i o n !  
 
 
W a r m  re ga r d s ,  
Sund r a  
Advoca c y  &  Lob b y i n g  Spec i a l i s t
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He l l o  eve ryone ,  
 
W e  con t i nu e  to  be  ha rd  a t  wo rk .  Th e  O f f i c i a l  P lena r y  has  mo ved  on  t o  t he  P lan  o f
Ac t i on  t od ay .  W e ' r e  h ea r i n g  com m en ts  on  t he  f i r s t  10  pa r a g r aph s  a s  I  wr i t e .
Yes te r da y ,  f o rma l  i n t e rve n t i o ns  wer e  he a rd  on  t he  rem a i n i ng  p a r t s  o f  t he
Dec l a r a t i o n .  
 
Bas ed  on  G i l l i an  G od dar d ' s  wo r k  wi t h  Ca r i bb e a n  de l eg a t i o ns ,  we  were  de l i gh te d  t h a t
t h e  Ja ma ic an  d e le g a t e  p ro po s ed  to  t he  Dec l a r a t i on  l ang u ag e  s im i l a r  t o  ou r s  a rou nd
th e  i m por t anc e  o f  in te g ra t i n g  t r ad i t i o na l  an d  new te ch no l o g i es .  Ba rba dos  t hen
supp or t e d  t ha t  i nve n t i o n .  I n  ad d i t i o n ,  t he  I n d ia n  de leg a t i o n  ma de  a  s t rong  s ta t e m en t
i nd i c a t i ng  t ha t  wh en  work  was  b e i n g  do ne  t o  con d e ns e  and  s t re a m l i ne  t he
Dec l a r a t i o n ,  t ha t  se ve r a l  key  i s s ue s  be  re ta i ne d  as  cen t r a l  e l em en t s .  T wo  o f  t he se
wer e  t h e  M i l l en n i um  De ve lo p m e n t  Goa l s  and  gen de r  eq ua l i t y .  
 
I n  ad d i t i on  t o  Ca r i bb ea n  de l e ga t i on s  ( i nc l u d i ng  T r i n i da d  and  T ob ago) ,  we  have  met
b r i e f l y  wi t h  rep r e s en ta t i v es  o f  t he  f o l l o w i n g  de le ga t i o n s :  I nd ia ,  Sou th  A f r i ca  ( t han k s
Sus an ! ) ,  Su r i na m e,  Swed en ,  F in l a nd ,  Cana d a ,  t h e  U .S . ,  Ma lays i a ,  and  E l  Sa l vad o r .
The  l a t t e r  t wo  wer e  gen e r a l l y  su ppo r t e d  o f  ou r  mes s a g e  reg a r d i ng  conve rgen c e  o f
t r a d i t i o n a l / o l d  a nd  new ICTs ,  b u t  we re n ' t  r ec e p t i ve  t o  ou r  o t he r  p r i o r i t i e s .  Does
anyon e  on  t h e  l i s t  have  an y  mec h a n i s m  f o r  wo r k i ng  f r om  you r  end  wi t h  t he se
de l eg a t i on s?  
 
The  com m en t s  t o da y  so  f a r  ( i t ' s  ne a r i n g  no on )  a re ,  as  you  m ig h t  im ag i n e ,  var i ed .
B raz i l  s t i c k s  ou t  as  s t ro ng l y  pu sh ing  t he  ne ed  to  bu i l d  on  t h e  M i l l en n i um
Deve lo p m en t  Go a l s .  T he  EU and  C an a da  a l s o  sa id  t ha t  t h e  M i l l en n i u m  Deve lo p m en t
Go a ls  sho u l d  f o rm  t he  bas i s  f o r  ac t i on .  Bo t h  a l so  s t a t e d  t ha t  l an g u age  th rou gh ou t  t h e
P lan  on  ge nde r  equ a l i t y  sho u l d  be  s t ren g t h en ed .  
 
On e  o f  t he  con t en t i o u s  po i n t s ,  aga in ,  as  you  m ig h t  i m ag in e ,  i s  t he  D ig i t a l  So l i d a r i t y
Fu nd .  Severa l  ha ve  sa i d  t ha t  a  ma i n  po i n t  aga in s t  i t  i s  t he  l ac k  o f  de f i n i t i o n  on  who
con t r o l s  t he  f un d ,  h ow  dec i s i o n s  wo u l d  be  ma de ,  and  wh at  p r i o r i t i es  i t  wo u l d
add r es s .  So m e  o f  t hos e  com i n g  ou t  ag a in s t  i t  a re  Ca na d a ,  U . S . ,  EU ,  an d  Ja pan .
UNESCO  a l s o  i s  ag a in s t  i t .  A l l  sa y  t h a t  t he r e  a re  ex i s t i ng  f un ds  a re  ava i l a b le  a nd
shou l d  be  red i r ec t ed .  
 
Tha t ' s  a l l  f o r  t oda y !  
 
Sund r a  
Advoca c y  &  Lob b y i n g  Spec i a l i s t



September 16 2003, Advocacy Update from PrepCom 3
 
Che er s  f r om  G en eva  eve ryo ne !  
 
As  yo u  hav e  a l re ad y  he a rd ,  we  had  a  ve ry  su c ce ss f u l  O r i e n t a t i on  Ses s i on  on
Sa t u r da y ,  and  were  ab l e  t o  b r i n g  som e  o f  t h e  re s u l t s  f r o m  t ha t  wo rk s h o p  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t
day  o f  t he  P rep Co m  o n  Mond ay .  
 
S inc e  muc h  o f  Monday  was  de d i ca te d  t o  we l c o m es ,  u pd a te s ,  an d  p roc ed u r e s ,  I  do n ’ t
have  muc h  to  sha r e  i n  t e rms  o f  sub s t a nc e .  O ne  t h in g  t o  me nt i o n  i s  t ha t  t he  f o rma t
fo r  C i v i l  Soc ie t y  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t he  de l eg a t e  p l en a r i e s  has  be en  ch ang e d  f o r  t he
be t t e r .   R a t he r  t h an  C iv i l  Soc i e t y  hav in g  on l y  5  m in u t e s  a t  t he  beg i nn in g  o f  t he  day
to  spe ak ,  t h e y  a re  n ow g i ve n  5  m in u t es  be f o r e  eac h  sec t i on  o f  d i s c u s s i on .  Mos t  o f
us  t h i nk  t ha t  t h i s  i s  a  good  s te p  f o rwar d ,  s i n c e  by  do i ng  so  t he r e  i s  mor e  cha nc e  f o r
C i v i l  Soc i e t y  t o  spe a k ,  and  t he  i n t e rven t i on s  ca n  be  more  f ocu s ed  on  t h e  sec t i o n  t h a t
i s  co m i ng  up  f o r  ne g o t i a t i on s .  As  I  wr i t e  on  T ue sday  mor n i n g ,  t h e r e  have  be en
rem in d e r s  t o  l o n g e r  sp ea k e r s  t h a t  t he  ag r ee m en t  t o  expa nd  co n t r i bu t i on s  i s  con t i g e n t
on  res p e c t i n g  t h es e  ve ry  sh or t  t ime f r am es .
 
Apa r t  f r om  tha t ,  I  w i l l  j us t  sh a re  som e  “ co lo r . ”  Pe rso n a l l y ,  I  h ave  be e n  d e l i g h te d  t o
pu t  so me  f ac es  t o  t h e  nam es  t ha t  I  h ave  be e n  rea d i n g  on  ou r  e l ec t r o n i c  d i sc u s s io n
l i s t .   As  yo u  have  h ea r d  a l re ad y ,  t he  T -sh i r t  w i t h  t h e  m is s in g  pa rag r a p h  i s  a  b ig  h i t . 
 T he re  was  a  n i c e  rece p t i o n  f o l l o w in g  se s s i o ns ,  wh i c h  wa s  hos t ed  by  t h e  Swis s
Cons u l ,  t he  Con su l  o f  t h e  Can t on  o f  G ene va ,  an d  t he  Adm i n i s t r a t i ve  Cons u l  o f  t h e
Town  o f  G ene va.
 
Tha t ’ s  a l l  f o r  no w.
 
Reg ar d s ,
Sund r a  
Advoca c y  &  Lob b y i n g  Spec i a l i s t


